718 N. 4th Avenue

Ann Arbor, MI 48104

March 17, 2009

Dear Mr. Kowalski and members of the Planning Commission,

With great pleasure, my husband and I recently moved to our new home on North Fourth Avenue from Alpena, where we had lived for almost 40 years. Our new home puts us in a neighborhood that we truly appreciate; we are close to Kerrytown, the Farmer’s Market, within walking distance of downtown and the University and all of the wonderful benefits of small city living. While we like our house, it is not the reason we moved here—it is the neighborhood that made us choose this location. And since we have moved here, we have found out that it is not just the proximity to the exciting areas of Ann Arbor that have made us so happy, it is that we have indeed moved into a wonderfully exciting and friendly neighborhood! We have met more of our neighbors in 4 months here, being invited to dinner, to a knitting group, to sharing names of plumbers than we had in the many years with our neighbors in Alpena. This is a wonderful place to live!
And so, it is with great concern that we learned in December of this proposal about the “Near North” project that Three Oaks is planning or hoping to build on Main Street. Frankly, the size of the building proposed appalls me!  I have walked around this neighborhood from downtown and see that there are no buildings taller than 3 stories anywhere north of Kingsley, which I believe is the boundary of Downtown. We are not in Downtown, nor do we want to be Downtown. We are happy being near downtown, and any project larger than 3 stories will not be suitable for our neighborhood.  Had we known that this project was proposed when we bought our home, it might have caused us to rethink our decision. I truly feel that it will have a deleterious effect on our neighborhood because of its mass, density, and lack of architectural synchronicity with existing homes. In short, it will NOT fit well in to the existing neighborhood. Please do not approve this project as it stands.
I will further mention a few other points:

· The Central Area Plan requires that new development “protect, preserve and enhance” existing neighborhoods.

· The Central Area Plan calls for lower density on this site. The proposed project is a high density project.

· Current zoning does not allow for this level of density.

· This is a residential neighborhood, basically comprised of single and/or duplex homes.

· The proposed project will overpower and overwhelm both the neighboring homes as well as the street.

· A project of this size, density and homogeneity belongs downtown.

I urge you to oppose this project as it is currently proposed.
Sincerely yours,

Lois F Brinkman
