April 16, 2009

Dear City of Ann Arbor Officials,

I am writing to you regarding the proposed “Near North” development project on north Main street.  My husband and I bought and moved into 717 N. Fourth Avenue, directly behind the proposed site, in 2003.  We were delighted to join this neighborhood, just a short walk from Wheeler park, North park, the farmer’s market, and the Huron River walking pathways.  We wanted to live in a family-friendly neighborhood, and had our first child there in 2005.  Part of our decision to move to this neighborhood was the high portion of owner-occupied homes and the number of families living there.  Just within a one or two block radius, we made friends with several other young families, including the Miller’s, Fitzsimmons’, Deininger’s, Eavy’s, and Nehro’s just to name a few.  There is also a nice balance of families with older (“young adult”) children, including Hilton’s and Schankler’s.  A year and a half ago we moved just around the corner on Summit St. into a larger house to accommodate our growing family.   We searched very carefully to find a place that would suit our needs and still be within this family neighborhood that we had grown to love (and we still own the 717 N. Fourth Ave. house).

Over the years, the topic of property development along north Main street has come up several times.  We are certainly supportive of new projects in this neighborhood, and there are several recent examples of new properties with multiple units in them (i.e., the buildings across from North park).  The proposed “Near North” project simply does not fit into the zoning or the feeling of this neighborhood, however.  For example, this project would be more than twice the maximum size allowable for its zoning.  This area is not within downtown, as claimed by the developers, but north of Kingsley Street in a residential neighborhood.  I urge you to hold to the Central Area Plan’s commitment to protect, preserve, and enhance near-downtown neighborhoods by disallowing this project.  The proposed scale and design would simply overpower the street and neighboring houses.  This is a clear example of developers trying to recover from a bad investment- they admit that they can’t make money on any project that complies with the site’s zoning.  Bailing them out would clearly come at the expense of this lovely, diverse, and friendly neighborhood.  The developers and Avalon housing could easily move their project to a site that is actually downtown if they truly want a downtown project- many are available these days.  Or they could change their current proposal to match the zoning requirements of the north main site and complement the existing neighborhood.  The building would need to be smaller, and should include more than just one-bedroom units, to continue the family-focus of the neighborhood.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have about this letter.

Sincerely,

Rachael D. Seidler
